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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT OF COMMITTEE 
ON REALIA 

December 28, 1920. 
To the President and Members of The American Association of Teachers 
of Spanish. 

The subject entrusted to the Committee of which I have the honor to be 
the chairman is of such importance and indeed open to so much discussion, 
that I have considered it advisable, before the Committee reaches a con- 
clusion thereon, to submit to the Association, as a basis for discussion, the 
following preliminary statement of what in my opinion should be the scope 
and purpose of the Committee's work. With this statement in view, the 
members of the Association will be enabled, I believe, to find many sugges- 
tions which will be of great value to the members of the Committee in their 
deliberations. 

Purpose of the Committee: The letter of Mr. Wilkins, appointing the 
Committee, calls for a report delineating the material that can be profitably 
used in teaching, during the first two years in Spanish, the geography, his- 
tory, institutions and customs of the Spanish countries, all of which is de- 
signated by the term "realia." 

Advantages of Realia Subject-Matter: The days are fortunately past 
when students used to get an entirely erroneous attitude toward the foreign 
language, from the mass of nonsensical detached sentences mercilessly 
showered upon them in the early and intermediate stages of instruction. It 
has come to be an accepted tenet of up-to-date linguistic pedagogy that in 
order to make our instruction more real and interesting and to impart to 
the learner a true liking for the new language, our subject-matter must be 
drawn from the real things with which the people speaking the language 
taught are directly concerned ; their country, their customs, their means of 
livelihood, besides their language and literature. 

The Committee's Problem: The problem before the Committee is two- 
fold: (1) To find out just what amount of realia is advisable to give in 
the first two years of Spanish, and (2) to organize the material in such 
a way that it may effectively serve our ultimate aims in teaching Spanish, 
as well as the more immediate object outlined briefly under "Advantages of 
Realia Subject-Matter." 

Amount of Realia: It is out of the question that, in view of the learn- 
er's lack of vocabulary, the use of realia in the first stages of instruction 
is necessarily barred. During the first two months or so, the subject-matter 
must be mainly objective, i. e., based upon material in and around the stu- 
dent's immediate surroundings. 

However, realia material can be introduced immediately, or at least 
very soon after, this, let us call it, objective stage, provided we do it gradu- 
ally and systematically, along the lines suggested under "Organization of 
Realia." 
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On the other hand, we should not let our enthusiasm for realia blind 
us to the extent of advocating too large an amount of it to the detriment of 
other points and considerations which are equally important in our teach- 
ing. 

Organization of Realia: Bearing in mind the student's limitations as 
to vocabulary, the introduction of realia should begin with the most ele- 
mental geographical data, such as the names of the Spanish countries, their 
situation, boundaries, capitals, important cities and ports, population, prin- 
cipal rivers and mountains. For this purpose the Spanish class room should 
be provided with large wall maps of Spain, Mexico and Central America, 
and South America. (It is needless to say that these maps must contain 
Spanish legends). 

A discussion of the above topics furnishes ample and adequate material 
for the teaching of the differences between ser and estar, the cardinal 
points, the comparatives, etc. 

Later, the following may be taken up: principal products of each coun- 
try, their principal industries, and exports; then the regional divisions of 
Spain, the names of the aboriginal settlers of the Peninsula, the principal 
races in the Spanish-American countries. 

Experience has shown that the occasional injection of these elemental 
realia topics, even if they are not an integral part of the lesson assigned in 
the text, provides excellent and most interesting material for oral work 
and effectively breaks the monotony of formal grammar instruction or of 
the routine in the recitation ; that it is a great factor in enlivening the in- 
terest of the class is self-evident. 

The subject of customs is best introduced by means of articles in 
actual national use, such as coins, railway and street car tickets, pictures 
of national types, etc. 

In the first year it would not be advisable to introduce historical topics, 
except those of the most elemental nature, and these can best be discussed 
with the help of pictures. 

The treatment of realia material in the second year should be an ampli- 
fication on the topics introduced in the first year, and may cover points such 
as : form of government, political divisions, names of provinces, foreign 
trade, regional characteristics of the Peninsular peoples, national character- 
istics of the Spanish American Republics, salient facts of history, etc. 

The Committee's Report: All of the above points are to be taken up in 
detail and extensively in the Committee's Report, which, in order to be as 
valuable as possible, will enumerate with all feasible precision the different 
realia topics which may be given and the manner in which it should be inter- 
woven with the other kinds of subject-matter required in the teaching of 
Spanish during the first two years. 

The Report is to contain also a complete bibliography on Spanish realia 
for the teachers' reference needs, and if the Members of the Association so 
desire, it may also include a list of text-books for class-room use. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. Moreno-Lacalle, Chairman. 



